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Primary Language Disorder
... more signs for parents

Children with a speech or language disorder may have difficulty with some or all of the
following:

» talking — and using age-appropriate language and vocabulary;
» producing accurately pronounced words;

» understanding what others say;

* concentrating and staying on-task;

* spelling accurately;

* demonstrating age-appropriate writing skills.

They may also have difficulty with:

* Dbalance and coordination;

» undertaking tasks requiring finger manipulation;

* undertaking normal daily living tasks and activities;
* problem solving;

* numbers and numeracy generally.

» have disruptive behavioural tendencies;

* lack organisational skills;

* lack capacity for creative or imaginative activities;
 fail to understand abstracts and concepts;

* lack self-esteem;

» fail to cement relationships with other children.

The above is not an exhaustive list, but may provide some signposts to assist parents
determine a child’s progress in acquiring language and using it appropriately.

Staff at LET’S TALK are able to conduct professional assessments and provide individually
tailored interventions to assist children deal with speech and language impairments.
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Expressive Language

Difficulty with:
o Clear, intelligible speech
Using complete sentences with correct
word order
Using correct grammatical structures
Logical, flowing speech
Using specific vocabulary to express
themselves accurately

Initiating and maintaining conversation

Social use of language
(Semantic pragmatic disorder,
Asperger’s)

Difficulty with:

¢ Relating to others

Making & maintaining friend-
ships

Social codes and accepted
behaviours

Fast paced playground games
Literal understanding and use of
language

Receptive Language

Difficulty with:

¢ Following basic instructions
Understanding and attending to new
information

Getting jokes and humour

Following conversation
Remembering

Reasoning and problem solving
Recalling facts and recounting

Primary
Language
Disorder

(PLD)

Literacy

Difficulties with:

¢ Rules and patterns of sequence, words,
sounds and letter names

Reading and writing across the curricu-
lum

Using a range of strategies for reading
and spelling

Reading fluency

Comprehension and interpretation of writ-
ten information

Accessing key information and formulat-
ing individual ideas

Sentence structure, describing and detail
Narrative

Behaviour (EBD, ADHD)

¢ Unacceptable behaviours

¢ Difficulty with focusing, attention
and listening

o frustration

Developmental Co-ordination
Difficulties (DCD, Dyspraxia)

Difficulties with:

¢ Whole-body movements and
balance

e Manipulative skills

¢ Organisation and planning

Sensory Integration Difficulties

o Visual: problems with tracking, shifting
gaze and interpreting by looking
Auditory: problems with locating sounds,
identifying and discriminating between
sounds

Taste and smell: over- or under-reaction
to particular tastes and smells, leading to
restricted diet and dislike of ‘hands-on’
activities

Tactile: over— or under-reaction to touch,
dislike of hair or nails being cut, lack of
awareness of nose running or food
spilled on clothes, fiddling with everything
Vestibular/proprioceptive difficulties with
balance and body awareness




